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TEACHING & LEARNING 
 
 
Q1.  How are music classes such as band, orchestra, and chorus going to be operating while students 
are in school and learning at home? What is the plan for concerts? 
 
A1.  Music classes will be provided to students regardless of whether we are in-person (hybrid model) or 
distance learning.  In-person instrumental lessons will be scheduled in such a way to provide for social 
distancing and distance learning lessons will take place via zoom. 
 
We will need to follow New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) guidelines when considering the 
scheduling of concerts. 
 
Q2.  Can you change your mind after the Hybrid learning has started and switch your children to 100% 
remote? 
 
A2.  At any point if you are requesting remote learning please email your request to your child’s school 
using the email addresses listed on the August 6, 2020 Request for Remote Learning Letter that can be 
located on our website under our dedicated reopening 2020 page. 
 
Q3.  Will there be homework on in-person instruction days? 
 
A3.  Teachers will be planning and delivering lessons that are aligned to the New York State Learning 
Standards and it may be necessary for students to complete homework assignments on the in-person 
days depending on the objective of the lesson.   Teachers will make efforts to be aware of homework, 
projects, and testing schedules across the curriculum to ensure that students are not overwhelmed at 
any one time. 
 
Q4.  How many hours are anticipated for students to be required to be on-line on remote learning 
days and will those hours be less for younger children?  
 
A4.  The district assembled teams of teachers in each building to work together to enhance our Distance 
Learning Plan to ensure that we can meet the needs of our students.  While developing the plan the 
teams considered the developmental levels of the students to ensure that the amount of screen time was 
suitable. 
 
 
 
 
 



Q5.  On remote learning days can students do the work at any time of day?   
 
A5.  On remote learning days (hybrid model) students will sign into their device and complete a form that 
states that they will work on the learning materials that their teacher has assigned to them.  It will be up 
to the parent and student when that work is completed.  The teacher will be available during office hours 
on remote days to assist and will communicate the time frame that will be set aside for students to 
access them on remote learning days. 
 
Q6.  Is the Wallkill School District offering ‘Orientation’ to parents & caregivers before the school year 
begins?   
 
A6.  The Wallkill Central School District will be hosting orientations for grades K, 7, and 9 as well as our 
regularly scheduled open houses.  At open house, the teachers will provide parents with information 
regarding the curriculum and their classroom procedures.   Also, each building has a dedicated computer 
lab aide that is available to assist parents and students with any technological issues that may arise on 
remote days and/or while participating in distance learning.  If parents need further assistance, they 
should contact their child’s teacher first and if necessary, the building principal. 
 
Q7.  Will schoolwork be sent home for the child or will the child receive remote learning while waiting 
for COVID-19 test results? 
 
A7.  Students who are scheduled to attend school on A/B days will be provided with classwork from their 
classroom teacher as with any absence due to illness.  If there will be an extended school absence the 
parent should contact the teacher or guidance counselor. 
 
Q8.  I believe my child will be going into school with your new opening plan but if at any time I no 
longer feel comfortable about that situation can we switch over to remote learning?  
 
A8.  At any point if you are requesting remote learning please email your request to your child’s school 
using the email addresses listed on the August 6, 2020 Request for Remote Learning Letter that can be 
located on our website under our dedicated reopening 2020 page. 
 
Q9.  If a parent does not feel comfortable sending their child to school and would rather have them 
home to learn every day is that an option?  
 
A9.  If you are requesting for your child to be on remote learning please email your request to your child’s 
school using the email address listed on the August 6, 2020 Request for Remote Learning Letter that can 
be found our website under our dedicated reopening 2020 page. 
 
Q10.  What plan do you have to assist with childcare for the children of essential workers? 
 
A10.  Please visit our website at wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us for daycare information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Q11.  How will a virtual classroom be structured, and will there be options for music and art class? 
 
A11.  The Distance learning plan will allow for students to be provided with daily live instruction with the 
teacher and assigned independent and/or group work that will further the students’ learning.  Lessons 
provided by the teacher will be standards-based and will include high quality rigorous instructional 
opportunities and experiences.   There will also be built in office hours that are structured to provide 
students and parents scheduled times that they can connect with the teacher to get assistance.   
Students will be provided with instruction in the special areas (PE, Music, Art) as well as the Core areas.  

 
Q12.  How will homework be assigned so that students are not overwhelmed?  
 
A12.  Teachers will make efforts to be aware of homework, projects, and testing schedules across the 
curriculum to ensure that students are not overwhelmed at any one time.  If at any time you have a 
concern with regard to the work assigned to your child, you should contact the teacher to discuss your 
concerns. 

 
Q13.  Can students with an IEP or a 504 plan be provided in-person school five (5) days a week?   
 
A13.  In the hybrid instructional model, the K-6 self-contained program and the K-12 Life Skills Program 
will have in-person instruction four (4) days a week and online one (1) day a week.  All other students 
that have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or a 504 plan will be assigned to Group A or B and will be 
following the Hybrid Instructional Model Calendar. Please refer to our 2020 Reopening Plan document to 
locate the in-person calendar.  Regardless of the program, students will be receiving all services as 
identified on the IEP. 
 
If a parent has any concerns regarding the programming their child is receiving, he/she should contact 
Mr. Anthony White, Director of Pupil Personnel, to discuss options. 
 
Q14.  What types of accommodations can be made under 504 plans for students living with high risk 
individuals?  
 
A14.  Students that have a disability that is documented by a physician which results in them being 
considered medically vulnerable are eligible for 504 accommodations and parents may contact their 
building principal to discuss their options.  Whether a student can receive an accommodation based NOT 
on their disability but on the vulnerable status of a family member will be handled on a case by case 
basis and parents should contact the building principal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Q15.  Will the instruction provided under the Hybrid Model be the same for Groups A & B?  Also, will 
Friday be a review day or new work?  
 
A15.  The Instruction delivered to both Groups A and B will be the same.  Teachers will develop and 
facilitate standards-based lessons.  On the remote days, students working from home will be provided 
meaningful lessons that are aligned to the lessons previously taught by the teacher in-person.  Teachers 
will be available to answer questions and/or review work with individual students or small groups of 
students during their scheduled office hours that are set aside on the remote days.   
 
On Friday students from both groups A and B will come together as a “whole” class with the teacher in a 
virtual classroom so that they are experiencing time with all of their peers assigned to the class.  During 
this time the teacher may have students work with different students in small groups and/or with one 
other student to review lessons that were taught during the week, to begin to explore concepts that will 
be taught the next week, etc.  
 
For Additional information please visit our website and click on the dedicated link for the Reopening 
School Plan where you will also find our plans, PowerPoint presentations, and recorded presentations. 
 
Q16.  What is the schedule for BOCES Vo-tech students? 
 
A16.  BOCES Vo-tech will attend BOCES on Tuesdays (10:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) where they will participate in 
completing the required hands-on labs.  They will also attend Wallkill High School on Wednesday and 
Thursday as part of Group B. 
 
Q17.  Will parents be notified of the other students in their child’s class at the elementary grade level 
to network and have the option of sharing resources for learning?  
 
A17.  Under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) the District is unable to provide class 
information to parents. 
 
Q18.  Can we set up a “meet the parents’ day” (via zoom) for the different elementary school classes?  
 
A18.  The District will be hosting its traditional open houses in the month of September which will provide 
time for parents to meet each other as in the past. 
 
Q19.  Will parents receive the grade level syllabus for their child?   
 
A19.  The classroom teacher will be able to provide parents with a grade level syllabus if requested. 
 
Q20.  Will teachers participate in a DOJO/a messaging tool to help communicate with parents 
(especially for elementary)?   
 
A20.  Classroom teachers will share with parents the communication tools she/he will be using 
throughout the school year to send home important information.  Teachers have access to many 
technology tools along with traditional methods of communication such as phone calls and mail. 
 
 



Q21.  Why are elementary special class students scheduled to attend school four (4) days a week in -
person and High School Students are not? 
 
A21.  Students in self-contained programming at the high school have varying schedules due to their 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) and as such we are unable to have them in four (4) days a week due to 
the limitation we have on the number of students that may be in a classroom at the same time. 

Q22.  If the governor okays schools to open due to an infection rate of 5% or lower, will you fully 
reopen or continue with hybrid plan? 

A22.  Due to current NYSED/NYSDOH guidance the District is unable to bring students into school at full 
capacity.  For further information regarding our Reopening Plan please visit our website at 
www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us and click on the link September 2020 Reopening Plan for more information. 

Q23.  Will the District be providing home tutoring this year? 
 
A23.  The District is currently working on its Remote Only Plan and will be communicating details of the 
plan to the community soon.  Additionally, both the Hybrid Plan and the Distance Learning Plan provide 
for office hours that will allow students and parents to access their teachers at scheduled times to get 
additional assistance. 
 
Q24.  How will the curriculum be adjusted to account for lost learning and the social emotional needs 
of students?   
 
A24.  The Teachers have been working during the month of August to map out the focus skills for the 
grade level and/or subject area that will be covered in the months of September and October.  While 
doing this curriculum work, they are intentionally planning to scaffold lessons so that they are spiraling 
last year’s content into the lesson to provide students with skills that they may need reviewed.   
 
Principals, teachers, and staff will work together to plan for the varying social emotional needs our 
students may have upon returning to school.  Our school social workers and school psychologists are 
working together to put together a list of resources for school staff and parents to assist them in 
planning for the return to school.  Additionally, our Response to Intervention teams and other service 
providers are prepared to work with students who may need extra assistance. 
 
Q25.  How will students who struggle in certain subjects be supported? Will there be math AIS? 
 
A25.  The District will be providing Academic Intervention Services to help support students who may be 
struggling.  Additionally, teachers will be available during office hours each day to support students 1:1 
or in small groups.  Parents should contact the building principal if they have any questions about AIS 
services. 
 
Q26.  Will elementary school teachers be required to stay after school to give one on one support to 
struggling students? 
 
A26.  The District is currently working on a plan to schedule academic support for students in grades K-6 
either before or after the school day.  Once the plan is completed parents will be notified of the schedule. 
 



Q27.  Will the programs for online and remote learning be more streamlined? 
 
A27.  The District uses Office 365 along with other learning platforms (Schoology and Seesaw) to provide 
students with instructional materials and lessons.  The District also has what is referred to as “single sign 
on” which provides students with access to our software programs with one log-in therefore eliminating 
the need for students and parents to log into District approved software and/or APPS individually.  Also, 
the District will continue to use zoom to provide for live interaction between students and teachers.     
 
Q28.  Will teachers teach a new skill on Monday and Tuesday, and then teach that new skill again to 
Wednesday and Thursday students? How does this impact curriculum?  
 
A28.  Yes (see Question 24).   Grade level teachers and content area teachers are reviewing the essential 
skills and focus standards that need to be taught and they are developing a monthly calendar that 
outlines what they will be teaching to ensure that the curriculum is being taught. 

 
Q29.  How will specials like art, gym, music, etc. be administered to reduce exposures? Will there be 
recess for K-6? 
  
A29.  Special areas like art, PE, music will be provided to students in such a way that we are able to 
socially distance.  Teachers may push into classrooms, go outside as much as possible, and/or provide for 
remote instruction.    The District is working on a plan to provide for recess in which students socially 
distance from each other at the elementary level. 
 
Q30.  Will live instruction on Fridays be required of all teachers?  
 
A30.  All teachers will be interacting live with the class on Friday. The scope of the interaction will depend 
on the lesson plan developed by the teacher. 

 
Q31.  For IEP inclusion students will Special Ed teachers be required to interact with students during 
remote and online days? 

 
A31.  Special Education teachers in Inclusion class and Special Class will interact live with their students 
daily.  Special education teachers will also have scheduled office hours in which they will be available to 
meet with students individually or in small groups to provide them with assistance. 

Q32.  How will tests be administered for middle school and high school students?  Will they be given 
remotely or in person on their scheduled day in school? 

A32.  It will depend on whether the student is in-person or at home.   Teachers will work to ensure the 
integrity of the assessment whether it is administered at school or at home.    
 
Q33.  If the state approves the plan the first week of August, by what date will we know what Group 
our children are in?  How will we be notified? When will we receive school supply lists?  
 
A33.  The District anticipates notifying parents of their assigned group August 21, 2020.  School supply 
lists for K- 8 students will be posted on the individual schools’ websites.  Principals will be notifying 
parents via school messenger when the lists have been posted.  High school students will receive their 
supply list the first week of school from their teacher. 



Q34.  What measures are being taken for students who have parents/guardians working outside the 
home and are too young to be left home without adult supervision? 
 
A34.  The District recognizes that its inability to open schools fully may result in undue hardships for 
parents.  We encourage parents to reach out to our school social workers so that they can assist you in 
finding local agencies such as food pantries and other social service agencies that may be able to provide 
you additional resources.  Also, we have added links on our website that can be located at 
www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us to provide you with additional assistance. 
 
Q35.  Why is there so much push to pursue remote learning when several authorities, including 
American Academy of Pediatrics and CDC, indicated remote learning is more harmful to children? 

A35.  Due to current NYSED/NYSDOH guidance the District is unable to bring students into school at full 
capacity.  For further information regarding our Reopening Plan please visit our website at 
www.wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us  and click on the link for the September 2020 Reopening Plan. 

Q36.  Why are scholastic sports allowed, but not music or arts programs? 
 
A36.  The New York State Public Athletic Association has not made a final decision on whether or not 
inter-scholastic sports will be held.  Art and music programs are still being offered. 
 
Q37.  What happens with physical education and library education/availability? 
 
A37.  Physical education classes will be available to students and library classes at the K-6 level will take 
place.  It is still unknown whether students will be able to borrow books from the library. 
 
Q38.  How does remote learning, even temporary, help children develop life, work and leadership and 
communication skills, and good ethics for their future? 
 
A38.  Remote Learning will never be a comparable substitute for in-person learning, however we have 
worked with our Distance Learning Teams to enhance our Distance Learning Plan so that we can best 
meet the needs of our students during this unfortunate time in our history. Also, we will continue to 
strengthen the plan should we need to continue to meet and teach our students virtually.  Furthermore, 
due to current NYSDOH/NYSED Guidance we are unable to bring students into school at full capacity. 
 
Q39.  Regarding PE in grades 7-12, if the students are not allowed to use lockers, will they still be 
required to change? 
 
A39.  Students will not be required to change for Physical Education Classes.  Our teachers are working to 
develop lessons that will provide students with opportunities to explore healthy lifestyle options while 
taking into consideration their inability to change their clothing. 
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Q40.  Will on-line learning be at a set time?  
 
A40.  If the District implements its full time Distance Learning Plan there will be scheduled times in which 
the students will interact live via their device with their teachers who will be providing them with 
instruction.  Additionally, the teacher will be planning and sending out independent learning activities for 
students to complete.  Office hours will be made available for students and parents to meet with the 
teacher virtually to get additional help.   
 
Q41.  I understand that siblings will be attending in-person on the same days, does this apply to 
blended families?  
 
A41.  Blended families should contact their building principal to discuss scheduling options. 
 
Q42.  My question is about conducting class outdoors while the weather is nice.  Having gym class 
outside was mentioned in the meeting, but I don't think the possibility of having some "regular" 
lessons outside came up.  I feel like the more we can be outdoors, together, the better. 
 
A42.  Outdoor spaces will be utilized as determined by the teacher. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HEALTH AND SAFETY -    
 
Please Note:  Questions & Answers 30-68 added on 8/18/20 
 
 
Q1.  Will desks be cleaned between classes in the high school?  
 
A1.  Generally, desks will not be cleaned between classes as it not required by NYS DOH or NYSED. If a 
classroom is vacant between classes then the custodial staff will clean the desks in the room. 
Additionally, desks will be cleaned nightly as part of our cleaning protocols.  
 
Q2.  Since no lockers will be utilized where will students store their coats and gym clothing? 
 
A2.  Students will have to bring their coats with them from class to class.  Students will not be required to 
change for Physical Education Classes.  Our teachers are working to develop lessons that will provide 
students with opportunities to explore healthy lifestyle options while taking into consideration their 
inability to change their clothing. 
 
Q3.  How will it be possible to social distance in the lunch lines and have enough time for students to 
eat? 
 
A3.  Lunch offerings will be adjusted to limit the time required to purchase lunch.  In addition, the 
number of students in each lunch period is much smaller.  There will be markings placed on the floor to 
assist with social distancing. 
 
Q4.  How will social distancing be applied as students line up to have their IDs checked upon entering? 
 
A4.  We will be utilizing multiple entrances to limit capacity at each entrance. Additionally, there will 
markings utilized to assist with social distancing.  
 
Q5.  With the extreme shortage of disinfecting products and PPE, how will the district possibly be able 
to obtain the adequate necessary quantities to ensure safety? 
 
A5.  The District has a significant supply of disinfecting supplies and PPE products on hand and we will be 
evaluating our inventory on a bi-weekly basis. 
 
Q6.  Are the middle school children moving classes? And if they are will the seats be cleaned in 
between classes. 
 
A6.  The Middle School has developed a schedule that will limit the movement of students.  Due to 
scheduling the District has worked to limit movement of students. Generally, desks will not be cleaned 
between classes as it not required by NYSDOH.   If a classroom is vacant between classes, then the 
custodial staff will clean the desks in the room. Additionally, desks will be cleaned nightly as part of our 
cleaning protocols.  
 
 
 
 



Q7.  If my child is exposed and needs to be tested, will the entire family need to be tested?  
 
A7.  County health officials are working with the school district on contact tracing and testing procedures 
and protocols. Once they have been finalized, they will be placed on the website. 
 
Q8.  What is the district’s plan for random testing at the capacity that is needed and effective?  
 
A8.  The District is not required to perform testing nor is it allowed to perform COVID-19 testing. As 
stated in the plan the District will work with county health officials to determine who may need to be 
tested and the steps regarding closing a classroom and/or school building if there is a positive case. 
Additionally, the district is working with county health officials on contact tracing and testing protocols 
and procedures. In our communication plan we discuss how that the District utilizes School Messenger, 
our website and mailings to communicate information and these methods will continue to be utilized. 
 
Q9.  Since the district’s plan does not require the students to wear masks at their desks while seated, 
how is the air being filtered. Have the proper air filters been installed that remove viruses?   
 
A9.  Our filters are changed 3 times yearly as part of our preventative maintenance plan. Students are 
required to wear masks at all times except when at their desks or eating a meal. Students can wear their 
masks while seated at their desks if they choose. 
 
Q10.  My child has a health condition that put her in a “HIGH RISK” category, what plans do you have 
to keep my kids and others in her predicament safe? 
 
A10.  If a student, or someone residing in their household, is in a high risk group, the parent/guardian 
should consult with their healthcare provider regarding prevention and provisions for best meeting the 
needs of their child/children in school, while protecting their health and safety, and to receive 
advisement on participating in in-person instruction.  The District will work with the families to determine 
appropriate accommodations, which may include receiving distance/remote instruction. 
 
Q11.  For kindergarten/elementary students, how will social distancing and wearing face masks be 
monitored?  How will bathroom breaks, masks breaks, hand sanitizer and hand washing, cafeteria and 
snack breaks be handled? 

 
A11.  Staff in the classrooms, hallways and cafeterias will be monitoring student behavior and social 
distancing. Each building will review protocols and procedures with students and staff. 
 
Q12.  How do snow days work?  
 
A12.  The calendar will be adjusted due to school closures for emergency situations such as inclement 
weather.  The District will use the school messenger system to inform parents/guardians of the 
adjustments in a timely manner. 
 
Q13.  Will you disclose the cost of the changes that have been required? Equipment, supplies, 
training, signage. 
 
A13.  If you have any questions regarding the finances of the District please contact Mr. Devincenzi at 
845-895-7102. 



Q14.  The PowerPoint presentation explained ventilation in the buildings has been determined to be 
adequate.  What is considered adequate and how was this determined?  Does Ostrander elementary 
have overhead returns—and do they have AC or just heat? 
 
A14.  All rooms meet NYS Facilities and Building code requirements. The District will monitor air flow and 
when temperatures permit will open the outside air dampers to allow for additional air flow. Some 
rooms throughout the District have AC. For building specific questions please contact your child’s 
principal. 
 
Q15.  Will be before-care be available if we implement the hybrid model? 

 
A15.  Yes – the District has been working with YScoop on developing protocols and procedures to run 
their program. 
 
Q16.  What happens if there is a suspected, or confirmed, case of COVID in the building? Would all be 
sent home for 2 weeks?  
 
A16.  The District will consult with county health officials to determine the best course of action for the 
student population such as, entire school closure or particular cohorts/classrooms remain home for a 
period of time. The length of time for school closure or particular cohorts/classrooms remaining home 
will be determined in consultation with county health officials. 
 
Q17.  If a child gets ill (non-COVID) what is the procedure to be readmitted? Would they require a 
negative test for, say, treatment for an ear infection? If so, does the school send them to a certain test 
site, or would it be at the discretion of the child's physician? 
 
A17.  For a non-COVID illness the following protocols will be followed for return to in-person learning: 
Once there is no fever, without the use of fever reducing medicines, and they have felt well for 24 hours;  
If they have been diagnosed with another condition and has a healthcare provider written note stating, 
they are clear to return to school/work. 
 
The District will not send students to a test site. This testing will be at the discretion of the child’s primary 
care physician or the Department of Health. 

 

Q18.  If a reliable vaccine becomes available, would it be mandated to receive it to continue school?  
 
A18.  We are unable to answer this question at this time as there are no regulations regarding any future 
COVID-19 vaccine mandates. 
 
Q19.  What are the financial consequences of the hybrid plan? Will positions and programs be cut for 
monetary rather than safety concerns? Will taxpayers see a big jump in coming years if the virus chugs 
along at a constant?  
 
A19.  The District does not have any plans at this time to cut positions or programs. As for future impacts 
on budgets if the COVID-19 virus continues are unknown at this time. The District will be monitoring 
expenses and advocating for additional state and federal funding to assist the District with additional 
expenses associated with safety protocols. 
 



Q20.  What kind of measures will there be to ensure constant full cleanings are performed on buses, 
surfaces, etc.? 
 
A20.  The District has created a log for the bus contractor to complete and submit to the District on a 
weekly basis.  
 
Q21.  Will teachers have extra PPE to give out in case a student forgets their mask or it breaks? How 
realistic is it to expect K-6 or at least K-3 to follow mask discipline? 
 
A21.  Each building will have access to additional PPE products should the need arise in any building. 
Additionally, the District will provide training to students, faculty and staff regarding health and safety 
protocols. 
 
Q22.  Why are masks not required while sitting at desks?  
 
A22.  The District requires the use of masks at all times except when at their desks or eating a meal. 
Students can wear their masks while at their desks, but it will not be required as rooms have been 
created following social distancing protocols. The protocols for donning masks while sitting at desks is 
still under review and if the protocol is revised you will be notified in a timely manner. 

Q23.  How is lunch being handled for middle school and high school?  Will the students be eating the 
cafeteria, if so how will social distancing be put in place?   

A23.  Desks have been set up in the cafeteria and gymnasiums for students to eat lunches. Each desk will 
be separated by 6 feet.  In addition, all desks will be cleaned after each lunch period. 

Q24.  Are masks required for middle school students? 

A24.  The District requires the use of masks at all times except when at their desks or eating a meal. 
Students can wear their masks while at their desks, but it will not be required as rooms have been 
created following social distancing protocols.  The protocols for donning masks while sitting at desks is 
still under review and if the protocol is revised you will be notified in a timely manner. 
 
Q25.  Will the YMCA afterschool care program be available? 
 
A25.  Yes – the District has been working with YScoop on protocols and procedures. 
 
Q26.  Will students be allowed to bring and carry hand sanitizer with them on the bus and in school? 
 
A26.  Hand sanitizer needs to be used under the supervision of an adult and will be available throughout 
the building. 
 
Q27.  How will this affect taxes, understanding a lot of funding has been cut, however, school budgets 
have taken funding cuts into consideration?  Will taxes be reduced or refunded? 
 
A27.  Currently there is no mechanism to refund taxes. 
 
 



Q28.  What about meal availability and health screenings for those who need that help? 
 
A28.  Meals will be available for students whether in school or on remote instruction. Information about 
meal availability will be provided to all families. If a family needs assistance with health care the District 
will work with families to find resources available to them. 
 
Q29.  What is the plan if a teacher or student tests positive? Will the entire class quarantine for 2 
weeks? What if a students' family member tests positive? 
 
A29.  The District will consult with county health officials to determine the best course of action for the 
student population such as, entire school closure or particular cohorts/classrooms remain home for a 
period of time. The length of time for school closure or particular cohorts/classrooms remaining home 
will be determined in consultation with county health officials. 
 
Q30.  According to DOH guidelines, the number of people in a bathroom at one time is greatly 
reduced.  How can safe and reliable access to bathroom facilities be achieved at the high school when 
in-person learning gets to 50% of students plus staff? 
 
A30.  There are separate bathroom facilities for faculty and students. Each building will establish 
protocols to monitor bathroom usage to ensure capacity is limited.  
 
Q31.  If research shows up to 80% of students aged 10-18 with COVID are likely to be asymptomatic, 
what testing regimen can the district provide to ensure the health and safety of all students, teachers, 
staff, administrators, and their families? 
 
A31.  Part of our reopening plan is to perform a daily health screening of all staff and students prior to 
entry. The District is not required to perform testing nor is it allowed to perform COVID-19 testing. As 
stated in our reopening plan the District will work with county health officials to determine who may 
need to be tested. Additionally, the district is working with county officials on testing protocols and 
procedures. 
 
Q32.  Will the WCSD be able to reliably procure masks, sanitizer, paper towels, and other necessary 
materials to open school and continue in-person hybrid instruction? 
 
A32.  Yes, the District has secured all the necessary PPE products necessary to open school and will 
evaluate its inventory on a bi-weekly basis to determine what may need to be re-ordered to keep supply 
on hand. 
 
Q33.  How will proper ventilation to provide clean air be guaranteed at all buildings? How will parents 
and teachers be notified of these procedures? 
 
A33.  As stated in our plan all rooms maintain code required ventilation. The District will monitor air flow 
and when temperatures permit will open air dampers to allow for additional air flow. Filters in all the 
vents are changed three (3) times a year as well monitoring motors, belts, bearings and outside air 
dampers. Any office area that requires or is recommended to have additional air ventilation (i.e. nurses 
offices), air purifiers have been secured. 
 
 



Q34.  Students will be required to wear masks except when at their desks - are the students not at 
their desks for most of the day? What about when a student needs to use the restroom and must walk 
by their classmates who will not be wearing a mask? There is risk for exposure as it is unlikely 6 feet of 
social distance will be maintained in cases like this. It also seems to pose additional risk for teachers 
and aides who need to be near the students while at their desks? 
 
A34.  While the District does not currently require masks while seated at their desks or eating a meal the 
protocols for donning a mask while sitting at desks is still under review and if the protocol is revised you 
will be notified in a timely manner. 
 
Q35.  Students who test positive for COVID-19 only need to isolate for 10 days or be symptom free for 
3 days - it is known at this point that many carriers are asymptomatic and/or can test positive for the 
virus past when they experience symptoms. Again this seems to pose additional risk for students and 
staff if a COVID-19 positive individual does not need to test negative before being allowed to re-enter 
in person learning, especially when the plan is for students to be unmasked for the majority of the 
day. 
 
A35.  As stated in our plan, if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 they will need to 
isolate for at least 10 days from the initial onset of symptoms AND need to be symptom free for at least 
3 days. 
 
Q36.  Why are COVID positive students and staff only recommended to stay home for 10 days instead 
of the recommended 14?  
 
A36.  The return to in-person learning after being diagnosed with COVID-19 follows the guidance from 
the CDC.  Additionally, the CDC recommends 14 days of quarantine after exposure based on the time it 
may take to develop illness if infected. 
 
Q37.  Will PPE be received and available for students and staff PRIOR to the start of the school year? If 
not, what is your plan? 
 
A37.  The District has secured and is in possession of the necessary PPE products to safely reopen schools.  

 
Q38.  What is the District’s plan for staff and students who do not have immediate access to a primary 
physician and need to be tested for COVID-19? Will they be kept out until a negative test result or 
doctor’s note is presented from any physician? 

A38.  The District is working with county health officials to develop testing and contact tracing protocols 
and procedures. Once completed they will be posted on our website.   
 
Q39.  When will be notified if children will be required to wear a mask all day? 
 
A39.  If students are required to wear masks at all times, mask breaks will be provided. The donning of a 
mask while sitting at desks is still under review and if the protocol is revised you will be notified in a 
timely manner.  
 
 
 



Q40.  Why do you have to wait 24 hours after someone has tested positive for the virus before 
cleaning the area the person was known to be in? 
 
A40.  The protocol for waiting for 24 hours if feasible before cleaning and disinfecting an area is based on 
CDC and NYSDOH guidance. 
 
Q41.  Will there be fans placed in the classrooms to help with the circulation air and will there be 
protectors on the student’s desks like there is in the stores now.   
 
A41.  Fans will not be used in classrooms to help with circulation and student desk protectors will not be 
utilized in the classrooms. The opening of windows and doors to increase air circulation is recommended 
to assist with ventilation. 
 
Q42.  Will the district allow students or staff to wear vented masks to be worn?  
 
A42.  Vented masks will only be permitted for individuals with a medical condition. 
 
Q43.  Will we be able to see the full Covid testing protocol before deciding between hybrid or at 
home?   
 
A43.  The District is currently working with the county health department on testing protocols and when 
they are completed, they will be posted on the website. 
 
Q44.  Will the district allow people to not wear a mask, for in person schooling, if a medical exemption 
or refusal to wear a mask is being claimed? 
 
A44.  Any individual who is unable to tolerate a face covering due to a medical condition will need to 
provide the district with documentation from their healthcare provider and accommodations may be 
considered.  
 
Q45.  What is the plan for the class/school when a student/employee tests positive for Covid? 
 
A45.  The District will work with the county health departments on any positive COVID-19 test and a 
decision will be made on a case by case basis on closing of schools or particular cohorts/classrooms. If 
the district receives further guidance from the health department, we will provide updated information. 
 
Q46.  What is the plan if Wallkill cannot get the necessary PPE mid-way through school? 
 
A46.  By conducting the bi-weekly inventory of PPE products and cleaning supplies the District is being 
proactive to avoid any potential supply issues. 
 
Q47.  What is the plan for physical education classes if the gyms are being used for lunches? 
 
A47.  Physical education classes at the elementary schools will be conducted outside weather permitting 
and/or in the classroom depending on the lesson developed by the teacher.  The Middle School has two 
gymnasiums and only one is being used for lunch.  At the High School we will plan to use the dividing wall 
and only need to use half of the gym for lunches.  Additionally, we have a workout room located behind 
the gym that may be used for classes. 



Q48.  Are masks going to be required during physical education classes? 
 
A48.  Masks will be required to be worn whenever it is not possible to social distance. 
 
Q49.  How will bathroom use be handled?  Will it be 1 person at a time? 
 
A49.  Each building will have a plan to assign staff outside of the restroom and monitor its use to ensure 
social distancing protocols are adhered to. Each building has different bathroom make-ups and safety 
protocols will be in place for each building. If you have building specific questions, please contact the 
building principal.   
 
Q50.  Are there is forced air systems in Ostrander? How is fresh air being brought into the building and 
how is stale air being exhausted?  
 
A50.  Buildings are equipped with uninvents that bring fresh air in from the outside and circulate the air 
in the room.  
 
Q51.  If a child tests positive for Covid what is the procedure that they have to now follow in order to 
come back to school and what is the procedure for the people they came in contact with to come back 
to school? 
 
A51.  As stated in our plan, if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19 they will need to 
isolate for at least 10 days from the initial onset of symptoms AND need to be symptom free for at least 
3 days. The district will work with county health officials on contract tracing and the county will 
determine the course of action for individuals who came in contact with a positive COVID-19 student.  
 
Q52.  Will the room being used to isolate students and staff suspected of having COVID be disinfected 
after each person has left the room? 
 
A52.  The health professionals in each building will conduct a screening prior to any individual entering 
the health office. An individual will only be sent to the isolation area if they are suspected to have COVID-
19. The district will make every effort to clean between students entering and exiting the isolation room 
but there may be circumstances where there are multiple individuals in the isolation at one time, as it 
often is at the health office. 
 
Q53.  Will teachers and staff be required to be tested for COVID-19 prior to returning to school on 
September 8?   
 
A53.  There is no requirement that staff and students to be tested prior to returning to in-person learning. 
 
Q54.  If a teacher, staff or student show signs or symptoms consistent with CoVid -19 will they be 
immediately offered a rapid viral test at the school? 
 
A54.  The District is not allowed to perform COVID-19 testing. 
 
Q55.  How will school communicate with the families when a positive case and or exposure to 
someone with Covid-19 has been identified? 
 
A55.  The District will communicate with families utilizing School Messenger, our website and mass 
mailings. 



Q56.  Will the HS be using a cohort model for each class? 
 
A56.  No.  Students will need to move to their scheduled classes throughout the school day. 
 
Q57.  What will be done if a teacher, staff, or student refuses to wear mask or follow social 
distancing protocols? 
 
A57.  The building principal will address any issues with individuals not following protocols. 
 
Q58.  Who can a student report non-compliance of safety protocols to once they are observed? 
 
A58.  A student can report to the building principal, the assistant principals, or behavior intervention 
specialist any safety concerns they may have in the building. 
 
Q59.  What will be the new exact number of students per A or B Team classes and will parents be 
notified of this number prior to August 21st? 
 
A59.  The exact number of students assigned to Group A or B will be evenly divided so that we ensure 
social distancing as per the CDC and the NYSDOH guidelines.  If you have specific questions regarding 
the number of students that will be assigned to attend school on A or B days please contact the building 
principal. 
 
Q60.  What type of Ventilation system & Filters does the HS use and are they rated as CoVid-19 
capturing air filters? 
 
A60.  The District is not required to install COVID-19 capturing air filters. The current ventilation system 
pulls outside air through a filter into the room an circulates room air floor. 
 
Q61.  When a positive case has been Identified at the school how will contact tracing be 
performed and does that mean all students around the infected person be sent home to 
quarantine?  
 
A61.  The District is working with county health officials on contract tracing protocols and procedures. 
When they are finalized, they will be posted on the website.  

 
Q62.  Will my children who attend two different schools (high school and elementary school) be on 
the same team and be able to ride the same bus?  
 
A62.  Elementary students will not ride the same bus as high school students. For questions about 
cohorts please contact your child’s building principal. 

 
Q63.  Will there be spring sports? 
 
A63.  The NYSPHAA has not made a determination about sports at this time but you can contact the 
Athletic Director at 895-7158 for further information. 
 
Q64.  Will teachers be required to wear masks in the classroom? 
 
A64.  The classrooms have been set-up to allow for social distancing which will not require teachers to 
wear a mask while instructing the class but there may be times when social distancing cannot occur in 
the classroom where teachers will have to put on their masks. The donning of masks is still under review 
and if the protocol is revised you will be notified in a timely manner. 
 



Q65.  Are Covid tests required for students with a fever before returning to school? 
 
A65.  Students who have a fever may require a COVID-19 test but that decision will be made in 
consultation with your primary care physician. In general, any individual who has a fever cannot return 
to school until fever free for 24 hours without using fever reducing medication.  
 
Q66.  Will a negative Covid test be required upon returning, to in person school, if they previously 
tested positive, causing them to leave school?   
 
A66.  There is no requirement to have a negative COVID test to return to in-person learning if they 
previously tested positive but individuals will need to isolate for at least 10 days from the initial onset of 
symptoms and need to be symptom free for at least 3 days. The District-Wide nurse practitioner will 
work with the county on all return to in-person learning. 
 
Q67.  Who will notify parents if there is positive Covid case in the school district or the county?  Or 
both? 
 
A67.  The District will work with county health officials on communication with families should there be a 
positive case.  
 
Q68.  Will all families from the school, effected by a positive Covid case, be notified or will only 
families whose children would have been in contact with the person who tested positive be notified? 
 
A68.  The District is working with county health officials on contact tracing protocols and procedures and 
when they have been finalized they will be posted on the website. 
 
 
 


